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“The first time I stepped foot 
on campus in September, I 

felt as if I was already home. 
When I became president in 

December, I knew that feeling 
was right. It might seem odd 
to some visitors, especially to 

some prospective students who 
are visiting for the first time, 

to hear me say ‘welcome home’ 
when greeting them, but it 

doesn’t take long for them to 
realize just what I mean.”

DR. KAREN M. SCOLFORO 
president

COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS
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There is an old saying that “the days are long, but 
the months are short.” This sentiment is reflected in 
full days that quickly turned into months, a semester, 
a progressing tenure. Together, in a short time, we 
have accomplished so much. And, yet, we are only 
just getting started.

It has been my personal goal, through this 
newsletter, to share with you some of the 
highlights of our students, our faculty, our staff, 
and our alumni—to recognize great achievement, 
groundbreaking initiatives, and personal successes.

The month of May stands out to me for a couple 
of important reasons. The first, my first Castleton 
University Commencement—the university’s 231st. 
Over 400 graduates marched across the stage, wide 
smiles on their faces, proud of their well-deserved 
diplomas. Two amazing Vermont authors—Chris 
Bohjalian and Stephen P. Kiernan—received honorary 
doctorates before addressing our eager audience 
with their prepared addresses. Stephen P. Kiernan 

asked our graduates not what they will do, but who 
they will be, challenging them to make the most of 
their bright futures. You can view all of our addresses 
by clicking on the links provided in this newsletter.

The second standout event in May was the 
submission of faculty task force reports. This past 
February I convened three faculty task forces. The 
first conducted research to determine labor market 
needs for new programs at Castleton University. The 
second group, in an effort to strengthen our current 
programs, worked with faculty across campus to 
assess CU offerings for relevance, innovation, and 
alignment with workforce needs. Their final report 
is over 600 pages in length, and includes big ideas, 
cutting-edge innovation, and recommendations for 
greater interdisciplinary opportunities. The third 
task force considered new delivery models, including 
their recommendation for fully online programming 
(for which we submitted application to the New 
England Association of Schools and Colleges, and 
were recently approved to offer all programs in this 

Introduction
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format), cooperative learning, increased workplace 
learning models, and a variety of alternative delivery 
options to access new cohorts of students, both 
traditional and nontraditional.

This past semester we signed several new 
articulation agreements, increased graduate 
pathways to the workplace, developed meaningful 
scholarships to attract a more diverse, and in many 
cases, an underserved, population, and kicked off our 
Fine Arts Academy for Early College, the only of its 
kind in Vermont!

While our faculty are hard at work developing new 
programs, we are committed to staying connected 
to our graduates through regular outreach efforts, 
newsletters, and special functions and events. 
Within the pages of this newsletter, you will hear 
from faculty member Dr. Anne Slonaker as she 
tells the touching story about Castleton graduate-
educators navigating their careers while finding 
love and building a life together. You will discover 
the voice of some of our students, learn from 
outstanding alumni, and engage with leading 
edge initiatives, such as our fall rollout of eSports! 
In addition, faculty member Dr. Michael Reeves 
describes his leadership role with the Governor’s 
Task Force, which is tackling the Opioid Crisis—
something that affects everyone, something we must 
fight together.

I’ve had the opportunity to meet so many Castleton 
alumni over the past couple of months. Alumni 
Association Director Ceil Hunt worked closely with 
the Alumni Association Board and our own staff 
member Courtney Widli to present a Golden Reunion 
Brunch for the Class of ’68, followed that evening by 
the Annual Alumni Gala. It was so heartwarming to 
hear nostalgic and inspirational stories that spotlight 
the value of relationships, high quality education, 
and workforce preparation. These Castleton Alumni 
honor their alma mater with their passion, life-long 
friendships, and professional successes.

As we prepare for a strong fall enrollment, navigate 
the final stages of a recent restructure, and welcome 
Spartans home, we can’t help but be excited about 
the bright future before us. We will expand our work 
with alumni outreach, introduce new academic 
programs, increase regional partnerships and 

workplace learning opportunities for our students, 
offer a strong voice to our legislative officials, and 
explore innovative initiatives for sustainability. You 
will continue to be an important partner to us, for, 
Together We Will Change the World.

Kind regards,

Dr. Karen M. Scolforo
President, Castleton University

P.S. I hope you will consider engaging with me in 
real time on social media. You play an important role 
in the success of our amazing historical university, 
and, through social media, you will have up-to-date 
information about Castleton University and its many 
endeavors. Here are the links to my pages:

CONNECT WITH ME:
castleton.edu/president-scolforo

EV
EN

TS

castleton.edu/calendars

http://www.castleton.edu/president-scolforo
http://www.castleton.edu/calendars
http://www.facebook.com/karenmscolforo
http://www.instagram.com/karenmscolforo
http://www.twitter.com/karenmscolforo
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-Courtney Widli
Associate Director of University Relations

The third graduating class of Castleton 
University passed across the stage at its 231st 
Commencement ceremony on May 12, bringing 
to close the 2017-18 academic year.

Co-keynote speakers, No. 1 New York Times 
bestselling author Chris Bohjalian and critically 
acclaimed journalist and novelist Stephen P. 
Kiernan addressed more than 3,500 guests in 
attendance and thousands more streaming the 
ceremony online.

Castleton President Karen M. Scolforo took the 
podium and welcomed everyone “home.”

“The word home is often used as a descriptor 
of a place. But, to most of us ‘home’ describes a 
feeling – a familiar embrace, a comforting smile, 
a feeling of belonging. At Castleton University, 
these tangible expressions are what we call the 
‘Castleton Way.’ It’s why so many of our alumni, 
faculty, staff, and students when asked why they 

chose Castleton proudly declare ‘it feels like 
home.’”

Scolforo told the graduates how proud she was 
to watch them achieve all that they have over 
her five months at the Castleton University 
helm and applauded them as the class that has 
“completed more research, more community 
service, and more internship hours than any 
others that came before.” She also listed an 
impressive list of accomplishments, including 
Free Skiing and Riding at Killington/Pico, and 
the growth of clubs and organizations while they 
were here. Dr. Scolforo concluded her remarks 
by saying “Graduates, I look forward to admiring 
your accomplishments, to cheering you on from 
the sidelines, just as I have done since my arrival 
at Castleton. Today, you have much to be proud 
of.  You are prepared, you are accomplished, you 
are Spartans. As you move on to your next grand 
adventure, never forget your way back home. 
See you at Homecoming!”

Kiernan and Bohjalian mixed strong advice 
with humor to provide the graduates with 

Academic Affairs
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a memorable address. Kiernan focused on 
gratitude and practice as cornerstones of a 
life worth living while urging the graduates to 
focus more on “who they are over what they 
do.” Bohjalian implored the graduates to change 
the world for the better by “trying” rather than 
taking the easy road of cynicism and disregard.

As has become tradition, Castleton Alumni 
Association President Ceil Hunt announced 
the recipients of several distinguished 
awards. Assistant Professor of Health, Human 
Movement, and Sport Marybeth Lennox was 
awarded the Alumni Association Outstanding 
Faculty Award, which is given annually to a 
faculty member whose excellence in teaching 
influences students well beyond graduation.

Media and Communication graduate Olivia 
Maher was honored with the Leonard C. 
Goldman Distinguished Senior Award, an annual 
honor given to a graduating senior who has 
excelled in and out of the classroom, contributed 
to community service and served as an example 
to others.

Jean-Sebastien Gagnon, part-time faculty 
member in Natural Sciences, was awarded 
the Endowed Outstanding Part-Time Faculty 
Award, which honors one of Castleton’s many 
dedicated, highly competent part-time faculty.

Class of 2018 President Daniella Doolen, left 
her classmates with the following message 
“Our generation has an obligation to make a 
difference. We did our time, and now we need 
to use the knowledge we gained and make the 
most of it. We may not succeed the first time, or 
even the second time; as Winston Churchill said, 
‘Success is stumbling from failure to failure with 
no loss of enthusiasm.’ Keep your head up, and 
you will all do amazing things.”

After the degrees had been conferred, Academic 
Dean Jonathan Spiro brought the day’s largest 
applause by exclaiming: “Class of 2018: We 
love you. We will miss you. But it is time to 
fly this beautiful nest. Thank you for making a 
difference on our campus and in our lives, now 
go out and make a difference in the world.”

watch the graduation speeches

view the photo gallery

DR. KAREN M. SCOLFORO

castleton.edu/scolforo-youtube

STEPHEN P. KIERNAN

castleton.edu/kiernan-youtube

CHRIS BOHJALIAN

castleton.edu/bohjalian-youtube

castleton.edu/commencement-flickr

http://www.castleton.edu/scolforo-youtube
http://www.castleton.edu/kiernan-youtube
http://www.castleton.edu/bohjalian-youtube
http://www.castleton.edu/commencement-flickr
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new initiatives emerging 
-Jeff Weld
Dean of Advancement

At Castleton University we are proud of our rich 
history as Vermont’s first institution of higher 
learning, steeped in the liberal arts tradition. 

Our complete history is best told by the pages 
of Big Heart: The Journey to Castleton’s Two 
Hundred and Twenty-fifth Birthday. Throughout 
the book you’ll notice several prominent themes 
have colored our history such as the presence of 
strong women, resiliency, financial insecurities, 
service to others, and a “blue-collar” approach 
to higher education. 

However, there is one common thread that binds 
our entire history together like the strength of 
a Vermonter’s bailing twine: innovation and 
change. 

Read the history and you will see Castleton has 
always been innovating, changing, and on the 
leading edge of education. 

This spring, under the guidance of President 
Karen M. Scolforo, we’ve launched several new 
initiatives all with a common goal to expand our 
reach and make a transformational Castleton 
University education more accessible, more 
dynamic, and more viable than ever before. 

articulation agreements
New transfer agreements with SUNY 
Adirondack (N.Y.), SUNY Orange (N.Y.), and 
Landmark College in Vermont have opened 
new pathways for students to seek a bachelor’s 
degree when previously their options had been 
limited by affordability or lack of accessibility. 

Dr. Scolforo lauded the efforts of the admissions 
team in securing all three agreements. “As we 
seek to be innovative and collaborative in our 

growth, agreements like these are essential. Our 
admissions team works tirelessly to cultivate 
these partnerships that provide pathways to 
students who might not have continued on in 
their educational pursuits. We are committed 
to ensuring a Castleton University education 
remains accessible, affordable, and meaningful 
as we prepare our students for the global 
workplace of tomorrow.” 

All three agreements guarantee admission and 
the Maple Award, which brings tuition down 
to the Vermont resident rate, to students who 
graduate with an associate’s degree and earn a 
3.0 GPA.

“By guaranteeing admission and providing the 
Maple Award to these qualified students we 
are rewarding them for their achievements and 
showing them that their graduation doesn’t have 
to be the end, but a beginning,” Dr. Scolforo said.

graduate tuition reduced
A recent careerbuilder.com survey reports that 
nearly one third of all employers have increased 
educational requirements to a master’s degree, 
where a bachelor’s degree was once required. 

With that in mind, Castleton announced earlier 
this spring that it was reducing its graduate 
tuition and fees by 25 percent and offering 
Castleton alumni a $500 grant, making its nine 
graduate offerings more affordable.

“Aligning our tuition to one lower rate ($625 
per credit) for our graduate students, allows 
us to serve a broader range of students,” Dr. 
Scolforo said. “We know that students who 
earn advanced degrees are more likely to find 
a job, have greater career flexibility, and higher 
earning potential than if they had chosen not to 
continue their education.” 

EXPANDING OUR REACH
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neasc approves online delivery
In May, the New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges (NEASC) formally accepted 
Castleton’s proposal to deliver education online. 
It took the University little time to take full 
advantage of the new delivery option, moving its 
MS in Accounting and its RN-to-BS in Nursing to 
a fully online delivery.

According to President Scolforo, the Master 
of Science in Accounting and RN-to-BS in 
Nursing are ready for full online launch starting 
immediately and additional programs will 
be added to the online platform in the near 
future. “Both of our current programs serve 
unique populations of professionals and a fully 
online delivery will provide them the flexibility 
necessary to continue to focus on their careers 
while pursuing an advanced degree.”

Castleton’s MS in Athletic Leadership and MA in 
Arts Administration are both currently delivered 
in a low-residency hybrid model that couples a 
short-term on-campus stay with online learning. 

programs set for ccv delivery
In partnership with the Community College 
of Vermont, Castleton will begin to deliver 
programs at CCV-Rutland and CCV-Winooski 
this fall. 

The partnership is designed to meet the needs 
of non-traditional and transfer students through 
a course delivery model that offers convenience 
and accessibility. Since the 2016-17 academic 
year, Castleton has matched CCV tuition rates 
for all CCV graduates who pursue a bachelor’s 
degree at Castleton. Now, the University will 
bring the programs directly to the Winooski and 
Rutland campuses.

“This delivery model will make a bachelor’s 
degree more accessible to students who 
thrive in an on-campus environment, but 
whose lifestyles do not easily assimilate to our 
traditional offerings in Castleton,” according to 
Scolforo.

vermont’s first fine arts academy
Students in middle school and high school with 
a passion for fine arts will have an exciting new 
opportunity starting in the fall of 2019 thanks to 
an innovative new program. 

The Vermont Academy of Fine Arts at Castleton 
University is designed to provide students 
with an immersive experience in developing 
their passion for art, creative writing, music, or 
theater.

“An art course, whether visual, performance-
based or writing-based, requires students to be 
active participants,” said Dr. Scolforo. “Students 
take initiative, engage with their peers, problem 
solve as a group, demonstrate creativity, and 
take risks. These are desirable skills employers 
are seeking in college graduates. By cultivating 
these skills through the passionate exploration 
of fine arts, it provides students with a holistic 
learning experience.”

Designed with the most talented young artists in 
mind, students who meet specific qualifications 
through portfolio review or auditions can 
enroll in the academy their senior year of high 
school, and have the option to live on campus 
or commute. Vermont high school seniors can 
attend tuition-free through the state’s early 
college program, while out-of-state students 
benefit from a reduced tuition rate.

The academy will also provide summer course 
and camp experiences for middle and high 
school students who may wish to consider the 
academy as part of their personalized learning 
plan in the future.

“Recent statistics show that roughly half of all 
technology hires graduated from liberal arts 
colleges. This program shines a bright light 
on our commitment to cultivating the arts, 
to exploring unique delivery models, and to 
increasing opportunities for students of all 
backgrounds,” Scolforo said.
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-Dr. Anne Slonaker
Professor of Education

Reflecting back on this spring semester, we in 
Castleton University’s Education Department 
can truly say that our contemporary students 
who are preparing to be educators are living up 
to native Vermonter John Dewey’s belief that, 
“Education is not preparation for life; education 
is life itself.” 

We honor this belief through the design of our 
education courses to mirror “learning by doing” 
by attaching our coursework to the work of local 
classrooms. But we find an even more authentic 
connection when our students’ educational 
pursuits intersect with life itself, as it has for 
two of our teaching couples. Of these four, three 
are licensing to teach this spring. The fourth is a 
2015 graduate of Castleton, who also studied to 
be an elementary educator. 

Our two graduating seniors, Alyson Tully and 
Isaac Ryea celebrated their fifth anniversary 
as a couple on May 11, 2018, the day before 
their graduation day at Castleton, where they 

received their degrees in Multidisciplinary 
Studies. Both Aly and Isaac will apply for their 
Vermont State License as Elementary Educators, 
and Isaac will also hold an endorsement 
as a Special Educator. When Isaac and Aly 
graduated from high school, Isaac planned to 
attend Castleton to study Special Education, 
and Aly intended to study at Pace University 
in Manhattan. After her freshman year in NYC, 
Aly transferred to CU and studied to become an 
aspiring educator right alongside Isaac. 

“This dynamic was interesting because we were 
dating, everyone knew we were dating, we had 
the same classes, with the same peers and the 
same professors, yet we each had such a unique 
and different experience at Castleton,”  Ryea 
said. “Having one another around during college 
was a blessing, we were able to confidently 
bounce ideas off of one another, and use each 
other for inspiration and motivation when 
completing projects and school work.” 

Much to our excitement, both Aly and Isaac 
have been hired to teach at Highgate Elementary 
School in their hometown.  

EDUCATION IS LIFE ITSELF

Isaac Ryea and Alyson Tully Taylor Pequignot and Jill Harrington
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Jill Harrington is our third licensure candidate 
who is a part of a teaching duo from Castleton. 

Jill is currently a graduate student at Castleton 
and lives by Dewey’s motto, “Life is education 
itself,” because she has just completed the 
intensive elementary licensure component of 
her Master of Arts in Education plus Teacher 
Licensure this spring 2018. 

Jill began her journey at Castleton as an 
undergraduate and studied to become a Social 
Worker. She met Taylor Pequignot when she 
was a freshman and he was a sophomore, 
and they have been dating ever since. Taylor 
graduated from Castleton with a degree in 
Multidisciplinary Studies in 2015 and was 
licensed as an elementary educator. 

Taylor has taught at Starbase-VT in Rutland 
since he graduated. The innovative program, 
which is offered in both Rutland and South 
Burlington, is designed to raise the interest 
and improve the knowledge and skills of youth 
in Science, Technology, Engineering and Math 
(STEM). Specifically students focus on fields of 
physics, chemistry, robotics, navigation, math 
applications, computer aided design and the 
engineering design process. 

According to Jill, she chose to attend Castleton 
because she fell in love with the campus and the 
closeness of the university community

Taylor chose to attend Castleton because he 
enjoyed the fact that the university was small 
enough to get to know his classmates and 
professors. 

Jill and Taylor met while playing on the same 
intramural softball team and “clicked” right 
away. They both knew that they wanted to work 
with children and to make a positive impact in 
the lives of others in their community. 

They have continued working on their goals, 
which has brought Jill back to Castleton for 
licensure and, eventually, her Master’s Degree in 
Curriculum and Instruction. 

As was the case with Tully and Ryea, who 
celebrated their most recent milestone as 
a couple the day before graduation in May, 
Harrington and Pequignot became engaged to 
be married the day before Jill’s Student Teaching 
Celebration in April! 

Life itself, for these two couples, is 
interconnected to their commitment as young, 
Vermont educators. 

We at Castleton are honored to be a part of 
their life journey. 

http://www.castleton.edu/alumni-update
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leading the opioid fight 
-Dr. Michael Reeves
Professor of Social Work

As the only Bachelor of Social Work (BSW)
program in the Vermont State Colleges System 
(VSCS), Castleton University has taken on a lead 
role in shaping the fight against the opioid crisis 
in Vermont and the broader United States.

Castleton social work professor Dr. Michael 
Reeves was tapped by the Chancellor’s office 
to represent the University and the VSCS on 
the Governor’s Substance Abuse Disorders 
Workforce Summit in January 2017 after 
Governor Phil Scott pledged to address the lack 
of certified substance abuse treatment providers 
in the state. His plan involved charging the VSCS 
member schools that sponsored counseling and 
social work programs to get more treatment 
providers trained and certified for work with 
addictions.  

Castleton’s Substance Abuse and Addiction 
Studies course is taught by a leading substance 
abuse professional, uniquely positioning the 
University to take a lead role in the initiative.

For four months, Dr. Reeves worked with Jolinda 
LaClair, the state Director of Drug Abuse 
Prevention, Yazmine Ziesler, Chief Academic 
Officer for the VSCS, Colin Benjamin, the 
director of Office of Professional Regulation 
(OPR), the Department of Health, the Agency 
of Human Services, and other representatives 
of state departments and agencies to plan 
the Governor’s Substance Abuse Disorders 
Workforce Summit. 

Victoria Pollard, a social work student at 
Castleton, presented and participated on a panel 
at the summit, discussing higher education 
issues, including costs and certification 
struggles for BSW students.

Following the summit, work continues on several 
subcommittees. 

Dr. Reeves was a founding member of the 
working group on licensure and higher 
education. The higher education subgroup 
worked with the Office of Professional 
Regulation to develop refined educational 
requirements for certification to provide 
addiction counseling in Vermont. 

Ultimately, Dr. Reeves worked with OPR to 
secure a memorandum of understanding 
that students who take the Castleton 
Substance Abuse and Addictions Studies 
course meet the educational requirements 
to be certified in Vermont as an Apprentice 
Addictions Professional, who will also work 
on exam preparation for the certification. 
This certification will help graduates seeking 
employment in the substance abuse and 
addictions field leading to more qualified 
professionals ready to combat the crisis.

ADDRESSING A CRISIS

Dr. Michael Reeves is a native New Englander, born and 
raised in Rhode Island. He was a school social worker 
for 28 years before joining the faculty at Castleton. 
Reeves served as an administrator for a residential 
treatment center and was a clinical social worker in a 
small group practice. 

Dr. Reeves recently completed his qualitative dis-
sertation at the University of Connecticut School of 
Social Work, using photo elicitation with adolescents 
in homeless families. He is licensed as a clinical social 
worker in Vermont.
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April 13, 2018
kudos to blodget
In case you missed it: The 
VSCS Board of Trustees 
unanimously bestowed the 
VSCS Faculty Fellow award 
on Music Professor Sherrill 
Blodget. Our heartiest 
congratulations on this 
distinguished and well-
deserved honor.

onward and upward
Raphael Okutoro (Assistant 
Director of Admissions) (and 
regular finalist for the ”Best-
dressed person on campus” 
award) has inked two new 
articulation agreements, one 
with SUNY Orange and another 
with Landmark College. Under 
the agreements, CU guarantees 
admission to Orange and 
Landmark grads with a GPA of 
3.0 or higher. We also promise 
to waive the application fee 
and give them the Maple 
Award (a scholarship that 
lowers out-of-state tuition to 
the in-state rate).

summer’s looking good
As of today, enrollment for 
summer courses at CU is 
already up 300% over last 
year. Please continue to inform 
students that we have lowered 
summer tuition, so summer is 
a great opportunity for them 
to make up, catch up, or get 
ahead.

April 20, 2018
mcnair referrals
Earlier this year, we were 
awarded a McNair grant 
worth $1.1 million over the 
next five years. The purpose 
of the McNair program is 
to increase the attainment 
of doctoral degrees by 
low-income students and 
students underrepresented in 
graduate school.  nder the able 
leadership of Director Amanda 
Richardson and Assistant 
Director Reid Brechner, we 
have already enrolled in the 
program 23 of our quota of 
25 students. If you know of a 
student who you think could 
succeed in grad school, please 
reach out to Amanda or Reid.  

kudos to ana
Our Study Abroad Program, 
which is coordinated by 
Spanish Professor Ana 
Alexander, was awarded the 
Seal of Excellence by the 
Institute of International 
Education. The award 
recognizes CU, along with 32 
other institutions, for meeting 
our commitment to double 
the number of students who 
study abroad by the end of the 
decade. Indeed, we not only 
met, but greatly exceeded our 
goal, as we had five students 
studying abroad in 2016 and 
we now have 23 such students.

April 30, 2018
the circle game
We held our annual Mentor 
Celebration last week in 
the Casella Theater. Over 
the past thirteen years, CU 
students participating in this 
transformational program have 
mentored over 1,000 Castleton 
Elementary School students.  
Jeff Weld points out this fun 
fact: Some of the CU students 
honored last week for serving 
as mentors were themselves 
mentees thirteen years ago 
when they were students at 
CES.

tough mudder
Nursing student Ferne Ryder, 
has accomplished the amazing 
feat of qualifying for the Tough 
Mudder World Championship, 
aka “The Toughest Mile on 
the Planet.” The competition, 
featuring ten absurdly 
challenging obstacles and a top 
prize of $25K, will take place 
in June in Virginia and will be 
televised later this summer 
on CBS. Ferne accomplished 
this while finishing nursing 
school and meeting her military 
obligations. I used to say 
that my mom was one tough 
mudder, but Ferne is the real 
deal.

FROM THE DEAN’S DESK
-Dr. Jonathan Spiro
Chief Academic Officer

Most Fridays during the academic year, Dean Spiro sends a message to faculty and staff informing them of “what he 
knows.” Below is a collection of those quick takes, quips, and highlights of the past quarter. 
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spartan alumni win title
-Emily Lowell ’18
Athletic Communications Intern

On March 17, 2018, in Salem, Va., Nebraska 
Wesleyan University won its first NCAA Division 
III Men’s Basketball Championship. 

It was a close back-and-forth game, but the 
Prairie Wolves prevailed, 78-72, over UW-
Oshkosh, an exclamation point on a season that 
saw a program-record 30 wins, and a top-five 
ranking in 11 different statistical categories.

Castleton University and Nebraska Wesleyan 
are 1,211 miles apart, but that didn’t stop two 
Castleton men’s basketball alumni from playing 
a major role in the Prairie Wolves’ championship 
season.

Two former Spartans, Tyler Ackley (Above 
Middle) and Casey McGraw (Above Right), have 

worked with the eventual national championship 
team in the past four years as an assistant 
coach.

Ackley assisted at Nebraska Wesleyan from 
2014 to 2017, a stint that included a transition 
from the NAIA to NCAA in his final season. 
He helped guide the Prairie Wolves to national 
scoring titles in 2015 (92.5 ppg) and 2016 (96.3 
ppg), and the team also led the country in made 
three-pointers in each season.

While at Castleton, Ackley was a two-year 
captain and helped the Spartans win their first-
ever North Atlantic Conference (NAC) title in 
2012.

Castleton men’s basketball head coach Paul 
Culpo described Ackley as “vociferous.” “Tyler 
was our point guard and leader. His belief in 
himself made him the player he was. He was 
extremely tough and competitive,” said Culpo. 

COACHING CHAMPIONS
Advancement
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A fearless competitor, Ackley came  to Castleton 
from Scotia, N.Y., which boasts a well-coached 
high school program at Scotia-Glenville, that 
had experienced a high level of success. 

Culpo believed early on that Ackley would 
succeed on the court, and had a bright future in 
coaching.

When it came time for Ackley to find an 
assistant coaching position, Culpo helped by 
connecting the former team MVP with Dale 
Wellman, NWU’s head coach, whom Culpo had 
met during his time at Hartwick while Wellman 
was at Alfred University.

Meanwhile at Castleton, Ackley’s former 
teammate, Casey McGraw, was finishing his 
last two seasons of his collegiate career. During 
his time as a Spartan, McGraw appeared in 102 
and was a gifted shooter with high basketball 
IQ, knowing all of the team’s offensive and 
defensive calls and everyone’s positions. 

When Culpo was recruiting McGraw, he found 
him him to be “very soft spoken and carried 
himself confidently. I liked his background and 
he was a very smart player.”

McGraw, whose father is a former college 
basketball coach, comes from a basketball 
family, with an uncle who played for Division I 
Siena, another graduating from Hartwick as the 
all-time leading scorer and taking his team to 
the national semifinals, and yet another uncle 
that starred at both Sage Junior College and 
College of St. Joseph (Vt.).

“My whole life I knew I would coach in some 
capacity, but I never thought things would play 
out the way they have,” said McGraw.

McGraw stayed in close contact with Ackley, 
whom he describes as “the best teammate 
he’s ever had” and the NWU men’s basketball 
program.

“I realized this was a guy I wanted to work for 
at some point in my life because he was just so 
knowledgeable,” said McGraw after meeting 
Coach Wellman while working his basketball 
camp in Nebraska during his senior season at 
Castleton.

After graduating, McGraw spent one season at 
New England College as an assistant coach and 
shortly after the 2017 season, Ackley moved 
on to an assistant coaching position at Colby 
College (Maine). Wellman didn’t hesitate 
to offer his open position to McGraw. Once 
McGraw made the move to Nebraska Wesleyan, 
he knew this was going to be something special, 
not just for him but for the team.

Seeing the banners hanging in the gym, McGraw 
knew that the expectations were going to be 
high. From there the transition was pretty 
smooth thanks to such a great team, coaching 
staff, administration and Lincoln as a city. 

 “You might fail trying to capitalize on 99 
percent of those opportunities, but it’s that one 
percent that can break your career open,” said 
McGraw. “There’s a ton of coaches I look up to 
and so many that have had a huge impact on 
me. I think specifically my dad, Coach Culpo, 
Coach (Charlie) Mason (at New England 
College) and Coach Wellman are all engrained 
in who I am as a person and as a coach, which is 
what I love so much about this industry.”

Ackley and McGraw are two of 11 of Culpo’s past 
players and coaches who have moved on to their 
own coaching career in college and high school.

“Coaching is a very small world and so much of 
it is about who you know to get started,” said 
Culpo. “I have been very fortunate to help these 
guys move on, but what they do with those 
opportunities is all about them. I am very proud 
of both Tyler and Casey, they have already done 
great things as young assistants.”
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chris hakala ’90 has been 
named director of the Center 
for Excellence in Teaching, 
Learning, and Scholarship at 
Springfield College.  Hakala 
was most recently the director 
for the Center for Teaching 
& Learning at Quinnipiac 
University.  Before that, he 
taught psychology at the 
University of New Hampshire. 

hank stopinski ’94 is the 
new superintendent of the 
Royalton-Hartland Board 
of Education. Dr. Stopinski 
served for the past eight years 
as the Founding Principal at 
the Health Sciences Charter 
Schools in Buffalo. Prior to that, 
he held various teaching and 
administrative positions in New 
York and Vermont.  Along the 
way, he led a Future Farmers of 
America delegation to Russia 
and created a community-
based agricultural program that 

earned national recognition.  
He also has been honored 
for his youth leadership as a 
basketball and track coach, FFA 
advisor, and Scout leader.
annemarie vaccaro ’94 is an 
Associate Professor of Human 
Development and Family 
Studies at the University 
of Rhode Island. Victoria 
Angis sends word that Dr. 
Vaccaro (who was a Student 
Orientation Staff member at 
CU) has been named a “Pillar 
of the Profession” by NASPA 
(the organization of Student 
Affairs Administrators) in 
recognition of her many years 
of outstanding teaching, 
research, and service to the 
student affairs profession. 

nicole hynes ’03 has been 
named a supervisor at the 
Monsignor Carr Clinic in 
Buffalo, NY. She is responsible 
for the day-to-day operation 
of the outpatient clinic 
program, supervising clinical 
and administrative support 
staff, and coordinating 
clinical services provided by 
independent contractors. 

brittany gilman ’13 is the 
new business manager of 
the Addison Central School 
District.

dan warnecke ’17 was named 
Executive Director of the 
Rutland Community Cupboard.   

ALUMNI BRIEFS

castleton gala raises support funds
On Saturday, June 23 the Castleton Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, in partnership with 
the Castleton Alumni Office, hosted the annual 
Castleton Gala at the Castleton Pavilion.

The evening of dining, dancing and live music by the 
Aaron Audet Band served as a reunion for alumni 
and friends of the University of all ages, while raising 
funds for the Alumni Association’s Scholarship and 
Activities Funds. The Scholarship and Activities 
Funds support events for students on campus, 
including the Freshman Welcome and Senior Class 
Social, as well as fund annual scholarships for up to 
two Castleton University students each year.

http://www.castleton.edu/homecoming


17

While many view Commencement as the end of 
the hustle and bustle of the academic year, and 
a time to enjoy some much deserved rest and 
relaxation, it is quite the opposite for Director 
of Conferences & Events Lori Phillips, Assistant 
Director Brigette Olson, and the rest of the 
student staff that helps comprise the Office of 
Conferences and Events.

Starting with the world renowned Boston 
Crusaders Drum and Bugle Corps immediately 
following commencement, Castleton University 
opens its doors to nearly 40,000 guests 
throughout the summer. 

Phillips and Olson have the campus filled to 
capacity each summer, hosting outside groups 
for professional development, banquets, sports 
camps, weddings, the annual summer concert 
series under the Castleton Pavilion, and more. 

OPEN FOR SUMMER 
conferences & events bring thousands to campus

http://www.castleton.edu/events
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The Castleton University Office of Public Safety 
plays an integral role in all facets of campus 
operations. At Castleton, a safe campus is a 
source of pride and commitment, and Director 
Keith Molinari has taken the commitment to new 
heights.

“We started with infrastructure, developing new 
ways to monitor and provide lockout capabilities 
that were all scalable,” Molinari explains. “It’s not 
enough to just ‘be safe’ today, we want systems 
that have capacity to grow as we grow.”

The department has eight full-time staff 
members, one part time officer and another 20 
student employees who act as dispatchers and 
officer trainees.

“Our students play a vital role in our office,” said 
Molinari. “Many act as customer service reps 
and help with dispatch, but the student officers 
are integral in assisting the full-time officers 
while getting valuable training.”

Students across many majors, including Criminal 
Justice, fill out the student ranks, and Molinari 
relies on referrals from others on campus 
to help fill the ranks. “It’s all about building 
relationships,” he notes.

While many of the day-to-day tasks of the 
department might seem obvious, the task list 
that comprises the more than 5,000 calls the 
officers respond to each year is long. 

SAFETY IS JOB ONE
Student Life
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“We provide 24/7 dispatch and operate the 
mainline switchboard, monitor parking, IDs, 
assist with lockouts, and escorts,” Molinari 
says about the more obvious tasks. “But, we 
also play an integral role in providing programs 
and training, building relationships with town 
services, working on conflict management, and 
examining ways to make campus life better for 
our students.”

Molinari and his entire department subscribe 
to the ideals of “Community Oriented Policing.” 
This can best be described as a collaboration 
between Public Safety and the entire community 
that identifies and solves campus community 
problems. The Public Safety Department is 
accountable but not the sole guardians of law 
and order. All members of the community 
become active allies in the effort to enhance the 
safety, security and quality of life for the entire 
community. 

Statistically speaking, Castleton University 
is among the safest campuses in the country 
when comparing the annual Clery Report to 
other similar institutions. Molinari and his staff 
work hard to maintain the community-oriented 
philosophy that allows that to be the case. 
Castleton students, staff, and faculty also play an 
integral role in ensuring the safety and security 
of the campus.

“We are fortunate to work on a campus that 
believes in taking accountability for not just their 
own actions, but also the actions of others,” 
Molinari said. “Our officers are committed to the 
‘Castleton Way,’ and I’m proud of the way we 
represent the University.”

mission
Castleton University Department of Public 
Safety’s primary function is to enhance 
the campus quality of life by creating and 
maintaining a safe and secure environment 
through effective, efficient and consistent 
service to every member of the University 
community.

core values
•	 Integrity
•	 Professionalism
•	 Education
•	 Service
•	 Teamwork
•	 Diversity

daily tasks
•	 24/7 Dispatch Center
•	 Mainline Information
•	 ID Processing
•	 Parking
•	 Lockouts
•	 Escorts
•	 Blue Phone Monitoring
•	 Winter Shovel Outs
•	 Jump Starts
•	 Patrols
•	 Emergency Management
•	 Health & Safety
•	 Fleet Vehicles
•	 Training Programs
•	 E-Service Liaison
•	 Conflict Management
•	 Access Control
•	 Camera Monitoring
•	 Lighting
•	 AED/CPR Certification
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opportunities for all
-Jeff Weld
Dean of Advancement

Chris Chapdelaine is well-known by many as 
the head coach of one of Castleton’s most 
successful varsity programs in the modern era, 
the women’s soccer team. Chapdelaine has 
won conference championships, Coach of the 
Year honors, and has built a program based on 
hard work and respect in the classroom, on the 
field, and in the community. What many might 
not know, however, is that Chapdelaine also 
oversees the burgeoning Club Sports scene at 
Castleton, which has seen exponential growth 
under his supervision.

Recent expansion includes badminton, bowling, 
cycling, curling, and ultimate frisbee to name a 
few.

“Having the opportunity to work with both 
varsity and club sports is really interesting,” 
Chapdelaine said. “As a varsity coach I make a 
majority of the decisions for our program. One 
of the really cool things about club sports is that 
the students make the decisions based upon 
meetings they have with the club members and 
a formal governance structure. My role is to help 
guide them through the process and assist in 
building their vision. The best part about both is 
that they provide an opportunity to enhance the 
overall student experience here at Castleton.”

Zijie (Frank) Wan started the badminton club 
on campus, and it has grown to more than two 
dozen members. “I hope to recruit more for the 
fall semester, and develop it into a sustainable 
club that travels to compete with other schools.”

A Similar approach has worked very well for 
Andrew Borden, who started the cycling club 
at Castleton, has his team at 23 members and 
competing in the Eastern Collegiate Cycling 

Conference circuit in road, cyclocross, and 
mountain biking. “Club sports are a great 
addition to Castleton,” explained Borden. “Too 
often in larger schools, students with similar 
interests will never meet. Club sports allow 
students a platform for those with interests in 
a wide array of different sports to bond over a 
common interest.”

The bowling team experienced success on 
the national level this past year with Brendan 
Rollins ranking fourth in the country in average. 
If Rollins had met the criteria of 40 games (he 
came up just short), he would have been the 
top-ranked rookie in the nation. “We see our 
small club as a way to bring people together,” 
said Shaun Williams. “We want to bring people 
together that love the sport, love to compete, 
and we want to have our students be a part of 
our family.”

Chapdelaine sees the growth as a major positive 
for the university’s future. “The best part about 
working with club sport student-athletes is 
seeing their excitement and passion for the 
sport and the university. Seeing someone who 
has a vision, is motivated to get there and wants 
to do it while wearing the Castleton name is 
really awesome! They are just as committed as 
our varsity athletes, and also have an ownership 
stake.” 

CLUB SPORTS EXPAND

Andrew Borden at a recent race
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esports coming this fall 
-Jac Culpo ’22
President, eSports Club

eSports are coming to Castleton University for 
the 2018-19 school year. The club team will be 
looking to get its feet wet in one of the fastest 
growing industries on the planet.. 

Whether you consider it a sport, hobby, or 
a waste of time, the industry of competitive 
gaming is booming and people all over the 
world are taking notice, including colleges and 
universities of all sizes.

in 2017 League of Legends, one of the most 
popular titles in eSports, sold out the Beijing 
National Stadium which seats close to 80,000 
and hosted the 2008 Olympics in less than one 
minute. The final match between the two South 
Korean powerhouses SKT and Samsung Galaxy, 
had  almost 57.6 million unique viewers from 
around the world. To put that in perspective, the 
largest recorded number of viewers watching 
one NBA Finals game was in 1998 when  around 
35.9 million tuned in to watch Michael Jordan’s 
last championship run with the Chicago Bulls. 

It shouldn’t come as a shock then to anyone 
that large investors have started pouring into 
the market. This past year Blizzard held the 
inaugural season of the Overwatch League. A 
dozen teams competed, and it was reported 
that each of those teams paid $20 million to 
be a part of the league. Some of the investors 
and team owners include the Kraft Group 
which is headed by Robert Kraft (owner of the 
New England Patriots), Fred Wilpon (majority 
owner of the New York Mets), and Stan Kroenke 
(majority owner of the Denver Nuggets, LA 
Rams, and several other professional teams).

With the growth and popularity of the industry, 
and the investments pouring into the gaming 
world, there is one major market that has still 
gone largely untouched, collegiate eSports. The 
Castleton team is entering at precisely the right 
time to capitalize.

The NCAA hasn’t recognized eSports as a 
varsity sport yet, but it’s something that is 
on their radar. At this point it almost feels 
inevitable. The Big 10 Conference and the 
Sun Belt Conference, both NCAA Division I 
Conferences, have formed their own eSports 
conferences and nearly 60 schools across the 
country have made esports a varsity sport, with 
dozens more like Castleton adding club teams 
each year. 

There have been arguments made for the NCAA 
to not recognize eSports as a sport, one of the 
more common ones being the lack of physical 
exertion on the body. However, none of these 
arguments seem to hold much weight in the 
face of its obvious popularity and potential to 
generate revenue for both the NCAA and its 
member institutions.

The students who compete in these games get 
the opportunity to pursue their passion both in 
the classroom and in the gaming arena, in much 
the same ways as Castleton’s more traditional 
student-athletes do.

Castleton has expanded its athletic offerings 
over the past decade and seen great success in 
doing so. We’re still the only public university in 
the state of Vermont to sponsor football, and we 
continue to set the bar in the club sports arena 
as well. 
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Commencement Exercises

Saturday, May 12, 2018

11 a.m.  |  Castleton Pavilion

Two Hundred and Thirty-First Year
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