
	
	
 
On behalf of the Castleton University Alumni Association and the Alumni Board of Directors, 
we congratulate you on your accomplishments and welcome you as you are now members of 
the Castleton University Alumni Association. As you move on to your careers, please keep in 
touch with the Alumni office with your new contact information, and stay informed with 
events and updates on the Castleton University website. The door is always open to come 
back on campus to attend and help with various events and programs. 
 
Today I have the honor and privilege of presenting two awards for 2022 on behalf of the 
Castleton University Alumni Association. 
 
The first award is the Leonard C. Goldman (‘59) Distinguished Senior Award. In 2000, the 
Castleton Alumni Association established the “Senior Class Unity Award.” The Alumni 
Association is committed to our society’s future by transmitting the tradition of leadership to 
its students, who are tomorrow’s citizens and leaders. In 2006, it was renamed the Leonard C. 
Goldman Distinguished Senior Award. This award is presented annually by the Castleton 
University Alumni Association in recognition of a member of the senior class who best 
exemplifies the qualities of leadership, spirit, and service to the university community and 
beyond. A candidate must be enrolled as a senior during the current academic year, working 
toward their bachelor’s degree. and either graduated in December or expected to graduate in 
May of the current academic year. 
 
Castleton staff, faculty, administration, graduating senior class members and Castleton 
alumni are eligible to submit a nomination. 
 
This year’s student is a leader in the classroom, on the ice, and in our community. A four-year 
member of our men’s ice hockey team and assistant captain during his senior season, he 
represented the Jamaican National Ice Hockey Team last year, helping to move the team 
toward its goal of competing in the 2026 winter Olympics. 
 
While keeping up with his academic coursework, he impressively represented Castleton 
University and Jamaica by being a part of their undefeated play. He is well respected by his 
teammates, who often look to him for guidance. Off the ice, he has served as vice-president of 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, bringing together athletes from different backgrounds. 
Through internships and volunteer work, he has left our community better than he found it. 



 
On behalf of the Castleton University Alumni Association and the Alumni Board of Directors, I 
am pleased to present the 2022 Leonard C. Goldman Distinguished Senior Award to Jahwara 
Rennalls. 
 
The next award is the 2022 Outstanding Faculty Award. Castleton’s exceptional faculty 
members bring into the classroom their extensive scholarly knowledge and wide range of real-
world experiences. 
 
The Castleton University Alumni Association recognizes the outstanding contributions and 
achievements of Castleton faculty through the “Outstanding Full-Time Faculty Award” by 
recognizing a faculty member whose excellence in teaching influences student’s well beyond 
graduation. An engraved plaque is awarded to the outstanding faculty member.  
 
Castleton staff, administration, alumni, faculty, graduating seniors and other students are 
eligible to submit a nomination. 
 
This year’s honoree first came to Castleton in August of 2019 and currently serves as chair of 
the School of Nursing. She is committed to helping students grow, develop, and mature into 
professionals who will become competent nurses who are ready to care for others. She has 
been instrumental in facilitating the continued growth of the School of Nursing, while 
continuing her own education and pursuing a doctoral degree in nursing practice. She also 
carries two additional nursing certifications; one as an ANCC Certified Nursing Case Manager 
and the other as a Certified Tobacco Treatment Specialist. 
 
Students admire her experience and her way of teaching, while her colleagues call her “the 
glue that holds the department together.” 
 
In her new leadership role as chair of the BSN and MSN programs, she works with both faculty 
and external stakeholders, testifying on behalf of nurses on the state level as well as locally. 
She teaches hybrid courses on both Bennington and Castleton campuses. 
 
She has more than 30 years of experience as a nurse and in her spare time, she plays piano for 
residents at local nursing homes. 
 
On behalf of the Castleton University Alumni Association and the Alumni Board of Directors, I 
am pleased to present the 2022 Outstanding Faculty Award to Helen Papeika. 
 
Congratulations to our award winners. 


