
 

 

 
Early Childhood Educators Institute 

Summer 2022 Course Syllabus 

 

Course Title:   Becoming a Media Mentor: Playful Interactions for Young Children  

 

Number of Credits: 3 graduate or undergraduate credits (45 hours of new learning) 

 

Level: Graduate & Undergraduate 

This course will be offered at both the graduate and undergraduate level. Any registrant who has not yet 

earned a Bachelor’s Degree will be automatically registered for the undergraduate section. Some 

assignments and expectations for scholarly writing (paper page length, APA expectations) will be 

matched to the level of complexity for what would be expected of an undergraduate student. Any 

adjustments to course expectations for this purpose should be determined collaboratively by the 

instructor and the student(s). Any registrant who has earned a Bachelor’s Degree will be automatically 

registered for the graduate level. 

 

Course Code: EDU 5515 C53 (graduate) & EDU 4515 C19 (undergraduate) 

  

Course Dates: July 26 – October 1, 2022. Note: This course is part of the 2022 Early Childhood Educators 

Institute and requires attendance all 3 days of the online institute July 26, 28 & August 2, 2022. The 

course continues in an online environment until October 1, at the latest. Final grades will be accessible 

on November 4, 2022. 

 

Institute Times: July 26, 28 & August 2 from 9:00 am – 3:00 pm. 

 

Course Zoom Dates and Times: 

Friday, August 5, 2022 5:00 p.m. 

 

Friday, September 2, 2022 5:00 p.m.  

 

 

Format: Online asynchronously and synchronously using Zoom videoconferencing. 

 

Location: Online 

 

Learning Management System you will be using (if any):  

  

Instructor Name & degree:  Heather Duhamel, M.Ed. 

Instructor Email Address: hduhamel@vermontpbs.org 

Instructor Phone #: 802-309-9951 



 

 

Instructor Office Hours: Every Friday from 3:00-5:00 p.m.  

 

Course Cost to Student: $375 for this 3-credit course. The institute fee is $200. Payments are due and 

payable to Castleton University. 

 

Course Description: 

This session highlights research and provides guidance on how to integrate safe digital learning 
experiences for young children (PreK-K). Guided digital skills are developed overtime and with access 
and the support of a knowledgeable “Media Mentor.”  
 
Together, participants will explore hands-on ways to understand, explore and evaluate multi-media 
sources. The first day, the group will explore media research and curate a professional collection 
through PBS Learningmedia. The group will begin to draft individual media policies that can be shared 
back at the participant's school or classroom.  
 
The second day the focus will shift to the power of podcasts with a visit from the producers of Vermont 
Public Radio's internationally acclaimed podcast "But Why".  Our focus will be on interactive learning 
providing examples of culturally responsive and S.T.E.A.M. podcast options.  
 
Finally, on the last day the group will split into small groups to focus on the role of story and its' impact 
on social-emotional learning. We will look at example podcasts, video and interactive content online and 
offline to inspire a tech policy. Later, during synchronic meetings post-institute we will focus on 
interactive lesson and unit plans that can be used in the classroom.  
 
These sessions are designed to empower participants to test and try new digital tools.  To become a 
media mentor, teachers first need a scaffold to build their confidence, knowledge and ability to 
advocate for safe, developmentally appropriate and intentional media choices.  
 

Audience: Birth through age 8. 

 

Work Required prior to the institute, if any:  

Download the free PBS Kids Games App  

https://pbskids.org/apps/pbs-kids-games.html 
 

Sign up for the FREE PBS LearningMedia Teacher Account  

https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/signup/ 
 

 

Course Objectives: 

 

Required Readings/Texts and Templates  

Google link/Articles here.  

 

Assignments: 

To Create Technology Use Classroom Plan or School Policy 
 

https://pbskids.org/apps/pbs-kids-games.html
https://vermont.pbslearningmedia.org/signup/
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aLcikVpErd_S45SyDgOQLb2c9p_nmTEv?usp=sharing


 

 

To Create an integrated Lesson or Unit Plan  

 
 

 

Projects: 

This session is designed to empower participants to test and try new digital tools.  To become a media 

mentor, teachers first need a scaffold to build their confidence, knowledge and ability to advocate for 

safe, developmentally appropriate and intentional media choices. 

 

Day One: Appy Hour (Evaluating Digital Tools for Young Children for Access)  

Day Two: Podcasts including Co-viewing and Listening  

Day Three: Tech Policies and Practices for Schools and Families  

 

Undergraduate  

Lesson plan 

Using the lesson plan template and digital tool kit, participants will create an integrated interactive 

lesson plan that incorporates appropriate use of technology.  

-Lesson will include VELS 

-Integrate content, SEL and a way to involve families  

-Include assessment  

 

Graduate  

Unit Plan 

Using the unit plan template and digital tool kit, participants will create an integrated interactive lesson 

plan that incorporates appropriate use of technology. 

-Units will include VELS 

-Integrate content in two or more areas, SEL and a way to involve families  

-Show evolving curricular thread overtime  

-Include assessment  

 

Evaluation: 

Rubrics in course materials  

here. 

 

Grading:  

Rubrics in course materials  

here. 

Grading Policy: 

Grades are indicated by letters with a designated “quality point” value assigned to each as follows: 

A 4.0  

A- 3.7   

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aLcikVpErd_S45SyDgOQLb2c9p_nmTEv?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1aLcikVpErd_S45SyDgOQLb2c9p_nmTEv?usp=sharing


 

 

B+ 3.3  

B 3.0  

B- 2.7  

C+ 2.3 

 

Additional grading information can be found in the Castleton University Graduate Catalog, under 

Academic Policies, accessible online at:  http://catalog.castleton.edu/index.php 

 

Academic Honesty Policy: 

Castleton University is a learning institution committed to the highest standards of scholarly conduct. 

The students, faculty, and administration make up a scholarly community whose integrity and success 

necessarily stem from a mutually agreed upon code of academic standards and principles that promote 

trust and honesty and prohibit the attempt to gain unfair academic advantage. Membership in the 

Castleton community means sharing responsibility for upholding and safeguarding these academic 

standards and principles.  

Any violation of academic honesty will be considered cheating and will be dealt with accordingly by the 
appropriate authorities. 

For more information click the link below to access the Castleton University Graduate Catalog Academic 

Policy section:  

http://catalog.castleton.edu/content.php?catoid=16&navoid=1204#Academic_Honesty 

 

Use and Ownership of Copyrighted Materials: 

For information and guidance, faculty and students are referred to the Vermont State College Manual of 

Policy and Procedures as it relates to the use and ownership of copyrighted materials.  Guidelines are 

set out in Policy 416, accessible online at the following address: 

http://www.castleton.edu/library/information-literacy-graduation-standard/information-literacy-

tutorial/information-ethics-citing-sources-and-fair-use/ 

 

Accommodations: 

Castleton is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to qualified students with disabilities 

so that no such student shall, by reason of a disability, be excluded from participating in or be denied 

the benefits of the services, programs or activities of Castleton University. For more information, please 

contact the Coordinator of Disability Services, at (802) 468-1428. 

  

Course Drop Policy: 

Castleton University offers courses to educators with the expectation that participants will complete the 

course.  However, the University realizes circumstances arise in one’s personal life that may cause 

disruptions.  The policy for dropping a course is that a participant will notify the instructor in writing of 

the intent to withdraw from the course.  The withdrawal notice should be made within the first week 

of the course and should include the reason for withdrawing. After week one, changes in class status 

will be considered for health, bereavement, and personal or emergency situations only. Those who 

withdraw without adhering to this policy may receive a failing grade on their transcript and/or be liable 

http://catalog.castleton.edu/index.php
http://catalog.castleton.edu/content.php?catoid=16&navoid=1204#Academic_Honesty
http://www.castleton.edu/library/information-literacy-graduation-standard/information-literacy-tutorial/information-ethics-citing-sources-and-fair-use/
http://www.castleton.edu/library/information-literacy-graduation-standard/information-literacy-tutorial/information-ethics-citing-sources-and-fair-use/


 

 

for associated course costs. For more Academic Policy information, check the link below to access the 

Castleton University Graduate Catalog: 

http://catalog.castleton.edu/content.php?catoid=23&navoid=2159 

 

Transcript Request: 

www.castleton.edu/transcripts 

 

. 

http://catalog.castleton.edu/content.php?catoid=23&navoid=2159
http://www.castleton.edu/transcripts

