
	
	
 
I would like to begin today by acknowledging that we are on the land which has long served as 
a site of meeting and exchange among indigenous peoples for thousands of years and is the 
ancestral home of the Western Abenaki People.  
 
Welcome undergraduate and graduate students, faculty, staff, alumni, family, and friends to 
Castleton’s 235th Commencement. I would also like to welcome thousands of others who, 
thanks to Northeast Sports Network, are watching at home.  
 
My name is Tom Mauhs-Pugh, Castleton’s interim president. Today is a momentous occasion. 
It is the first time we have held an in-person commencement ceremony since 2019. It is great 
to be together again, and I know our graduates appreciate being able to celebrate their 
accomplishments together, surrounded by their closest family and friends.   
 
Our students have faced unprecedented challenges to be here today. The world looks 
different than it did when they first stepped foot on campus. Castleton looks different, too. 
Our graduating seniors have played an important role in many of these improvements.  
 
We have seen significant growth in a variety of areas, including experiential learning 
opportunities like internships, student teaching, and clinical placements, in student-led clubs 
and extracurricular activities thanks to a thriving Student Government Association; and in 
academic programming, with our Resort & Hospitality Management Program in Killington,  
expanding our nursing footprint in Bennington, Vermont, and adding degree programs, 
including the MBA, MSN, and the bachelor’s degree in Wildlife and Forest Conservation. 
 
As you approached the Pavilion today, you may have noticed flags lined up. These flags 
represent our international students who are graduating today. Our international students 
enrich our learning environment – one that reflects the world that our students are graduating 
into. This is as important to personal growth and education as what is learned in a textbook. 
 
Castleton is a special place. It is where learning more about yourself is as encouraged as what 
you are learning in the curriculum. It is where dedicated faculty members not only know your 
name, but where you are from, what sports team you play on or your role in a theater 
production, and deeply care about your success. It is where individual differences are 
celebrated and welcomed.  



 
While today is certainly a chance to reflect on the difference you have made here and all you 
have accomplished, it is also a time to look ahead to the difference you will make in the future. 
Your Castleton education has prepared – and hopefully inspired you – to find something you 
are passionate about and do that every day. That is how you make a difference in the world.   
 
I hope you will always remember your time at Castleton, and that you look forward to visiting 
campus often.  
 
Thank you.  
 
It is my distinct pleasure to introduce members of the platform party. Please hold your 
applause until all have been introduced.  
 
Tom Rutkowski, Professor of Business, who is retiring this year after 25 years of service to 
Castleton, serving as Mace Bearer; 
 
Cathy Kozlik, Dean of the College of Business; 
 
Gillian Galle, Dean of the College of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences; 
 
Ric Reardon, Director of the School of Education 
 
Mia Schultz, President of the Rutland Area Branch of the NAACP, who will deliver the 
Commencement address; 
 
Mary Moran, Vermont State Colleges System Trustee; 
 
Preston Garcia, Associate Professor of Natural Sciences, President of the Faculty Assembly, 
serving as the Platform Marshal for today’s ceremony.  
 
I would also like to recognize today’s marshals. I ask that each of them stand and remain 
standing until all are introduced. Please hold your applause.  
 
Faculty Marshals, Lisa Pleban and Phil Whitman 
 
Class Marshals, Patricia van der Spuy and Jacob Park 
 



And our Degree Marshals, Harry McEnerny, Heidi Welch, Sue Generazzo, Deborah Waggett, 
Rebekah Peterson, Paige Gallo, Anne Slonaker, Ed Dansereau, Michael Reeves, and Lacy 
Skinner. 
 
Thanks to all of you.  
 
I would like to thank the members of the Alumni Association who carried the degree banners 
in today’s ceremony. Would you please stand and be recognized? 
 
I also want to thank Joshua Thompson and the Castleton Wind Ensemble for providing today’s 
music.  
 
Our Commencement would not be complete if we did not recognize our graduates’ family and 
friends and the impact you’ve had on your student. I ask our graduates’ family and friends to 
stand and be recognized. 
 
I stand here alongside faculty from Castleton’s more than 40 academic programs, who have 
been your teachers, mentors, and supporters throughout your time here. 
 
Will the faculty please rise – and will the rest of you join me in recognizing them? 
 
Our faculty is supported by a dedicated team of staff and administrators. I want to thank some 
of the staff and administrators who have worked tirelessly to make this day special, including 
our Public Safety staff, Conferences and Events staff, Technical Staff, and the Facilities Staff.  
 
Will all staff and administrators please stand to accept our appreciation? 
 
It is now my honor to introduce this year’s class president, Adam Mitchell. Adam is an 
Environmental Science and Mathematics major from Hartford, New York. He is an exemplary 
leader, serving as SGA treasurer, president of the Backcountry Hunters and Anglers chapter, 
an EcoRep with the Green Campus Work Group, and a Student Orientation Staff member. 
Please join me in welcoming Adam Mitchell.  
 
[ADAM MITCHELL REMARKS] 
 
Thank you for that inspiring reflection, Adam.  
 
The Castleton Alumni Association has established two awards honoring an outstanding 
faculty member and a distinguished senior.  



 
The Alumni Association Outstanding Faculty Award recognizes a faculty member whose 
“excellence in teaching influences students well beyond graduation.” Past recipients have 
included some of the most highly regarded members of the faculty.  
 
The Leonard C. Goldman Distinguished Senior Award is given to a graduating senior who has 
excelled in and out of the classroom, contributed to community service, and served as an 
example to others.  
 
Please join me in welcoming Larry Courcelle, Vice President of the Alumni Association, to 
present these awards. 
 
[LARRY COURCELLE REMARKS] 
 
Thank you, Larry, and congratulations to Helen and Jahwara.  
 
Twelve years ago, an anonymous friend of Castleton gave us a special gift to establish an 
endowment for the purpose of honoring one of our dedicated part-time faculty members each 
year. Here to present this year’s award is Cathy Kozlik, Dean of the College of Business.  
 
[CATHY KOZLIK REMARKS] 
 
Thank you, Cathy, and congratulations to Heather. 
 
The Richardson Full-Time Faculty Recognition Award is given once every three years and 
provides the recipient with a cash award spread over those years.  It was endowed by two 
generous and dedicated alumni: Dick and Pat Richardson. This award shines a light on a 
terrific professor with remuneration of significant value. This is a once in a career award. The 
funds can be used for professional development or the enrichment of educational experiences 
for students. The award, which also includes a plaque for the recipient, and a permanent 
plaque to be displayed in Woodruff, is based on the candidate’s teaching effectiveness, 
creativity of presentation, expertise in his/her field, and engagement with Castleton students 
in the community. Three years ago, the recipient was Associate Professor Preston Garcia. 
 
This year’s recipient meets all students at whatever their levels of experience and 
comprehension and brings them all along. He uses Jigsaw and Process Oriented Guided 
Inquiry Learning; effectively incorporates a wide variety of technology in learning both inside 
and outside the classroom, and has students conduct real-world experiments from their first 
year. As coordinator for the Vermont Biomedical Research Network, he ensures other faculty 



have externally funded research projects to engage students in. His own work is funded 
through VT EPSCoR and he helps write numerous grants that support both faculty and 
student work. He also serves as the long-time academic coordinator for the Football team and 
is a founding member of the Green Campus Working Group. He has also engaged many 
students with the Slate Valley Trails Association, an organization for which he served as 
President.  
 
Please join me in honoring the Richardson Faculty Award recipient for 2022: Associate 
Professor Andy Vermilyea. 
 
Today’s Commencement speaker is an educator, organizer, and problem solver, as well as an 
ardent champion of diversity, equity, and inclusion. She has used her role as president of the 
Rutland Area Branch of the NAACP and her experience on boards and working groups to 
promote the voices of people of color throughout Vermont.  
 
Mia Schultz relocated from California to Bennington, Vermont in 2015. She quickly began 
advocating for change in Bennington’s schools, joining the Southern Vermont Supervisory 
Union’s equity literacy team.  
 
She serves on the Vermont Coalition for Ethnic and Social Equity working group. This group is 
tasked with advising the Vermont Board of Education on the adoption of statewide ethnic and 
social equity standards. She was a site coordinator for "I Am Vermont Too" through the Root 
Social Justice Organization and co-coordinated an exhibition of photographs at Bennington 
Museum titled "Visible in Vermont: Our Stories, Our Voices." The exhibit explored the 
experiences of people of color in Vermont.  
 
Mia has been a strong supporter of Castleton’s NAACP student chapter, the only one of its 
kind in Vermont. The NAACP, or the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People, is the oldest civil rights organization in the United States. Its programs serve to 
challenge inequality and racism and accelerate change in areas like criminal justice, 
healthcare, education, and more. I am honored to welcome her as this year’s Commencement 
speaker.   
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, Mia Schultz.  
 
[MIA SCHULTZ REMARKS] 
 
Thank you, Mia.  
 



Now is the moment you have all been waiting for.  
 
[CONFERRAL OF DEGREES] 
 
You have made a difference at Castleton. Together, we can change the world.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen …. the Class of 2022. 
 
Please stand and join our wind ensemble in singing the Castleton Anthem. At the conclusion, 
graduates should remain standing, but I ask the audience to be seated so that everyone has a 
good view of the recession.  
 
 
 
	


