
	

	

 
Good morning, and welcome to Castleton University’s 232nd Commencement.  
 
In just a few minutes, each of you will walk across this stage and become newly minted graduates of 
this amazing University. It is both a privilege and a joy to address you one last time as Castleton 
students. 
 
As I gaze at the faces of our graduates, I see the future – our future. We are facing unprecedented 
challenges, and we look to our new leaders for solutions, for diplomacy, and for action. Never has the 
world needed these graduates more. I bet if you ask any of our graduates what they plan to do once 
they leave Castleton, they will describe detailed aspirations on the path to dream fulfillment. This 
generation of Spartans refuses to settle for mediocrity. They own the passion and drive to create 
change in this world, and they will not stop until they see the great things they are capable of come to 
fruition. I believe in the future they are so intent to build, and I have great optimism because of what 
this class has already helped to accomplish.  
 
We often tell students to make a difference here before they go out and make a difference in the 
world, and these graduates have done just that.  
 
Please take pride in knowing that you have helped to made a difference in every facet of life at 
Castleton during your time here. 
 
Because of you, we have developed and strengthened more than 400 community partnerships for 
internships, service learning hours, research opportunities, and clinical placements. Your willingness 
and initiative led to a richer relationship with the teams at Killington Resort and Pico Mountain and 
thanks to you, every Castleton student has unparalleled access to the best recreational opportunities 
in the state. 
 
You have advanced club sport opportunities. Did you know that when you first arrived at Castleton 
four years ago, there were only 5 club sports? Now, there are nearly 20.  
 
You have participated in unique, innovative research that has taken you from our own backyard to as 
far away as Panama, and because you have had a drive to learn more about the world around you, 
more than 30 students have studied abroad. 
 
You have led an unprecedented expansion of on-campus clubs and activities, like the Active Minds 
Club.    
 
You, the class of 2019, have contributed more community service hours than any group of graduates 
who came before you. Your work, as volunteers, interns, and students has touched the lives of 
countless individuals in our community, across the country, and around the world.  
 
You have provided healthcare to those who lack access in Honduras. You have fed our neighbors by 
donating food to Castleton Cares and volunteering your time at the Rutland Community Cupboard.  
 



	

	

You have even saved lives.  
 
During your time at Castleton University, you have left a profound legacy, and for that, I want to say 
thank you. 
 
Today, you will join 20,000 other proud Castleton alumni who are contributing their skills and 
passions to society, to the world, and to each other. I believe that together, we can achieve anything.  
 
Graduates, I look forward to admiring your accomplishments, to cheering you on from the sidelines. 
Today, you have so much to be proud of. You have demonstrated your capabilities to do great things. 
There is no limit to your potential, and I challenge you to not rest on your laurels, but to strive toward 
even greater goals. As I said earlier, you are our future, and together, we will change the world.  
 
As you move on to your next grand adventure, I hope you never forget your way back home to 
Castleton; the place that inspired you to make a difference.  
  
See you at Homecoming! Congratulations! 
 
PAUSE FOR APPLAUSE 
 
I am honored to introduce this year’s commencement speaker.  
 
James H. Douglas’s political career began when he was first elected to the Vermont House in 1972, 
just months after graduating from Middlebury College. He was re-elected three more times, 
becoming House majority leader during his third two-year term at the age of 25. He has also served 
as Secretary of State and Vermont State Treasurer. In 2002, Jim was elected to the first of four terms 
as Vermont’s 80th Governor.   
 
Throughout his many years of public service, Governor Douglas has listened to and learned from 
Vermonters. He believed in getting out of Montpelier and meeting Vermonters one-on-one in the 
places they lived, worked, studied, and played. His intimate knowledge allowed him to craft policy 
and programming that made a difference in people’s lives.   
 
After leaving office in 2011, he became an Executive in Residence at his alma mater, where he earned 
a Bachelor of Arts in Russian Studies. His memoir, titled “The Vermont Way: A Republican Governor 
Leads America’s Most Liberal State” was released in 2014 and provides readers with an in-depth look 
at into the career of a man who has truly done it all – kissing a cow at a county fair, visiting Vermont 
National Guard Troops in the Middle East, and offering advice to the former President of the United 
States.   
 
He now resides in Middlebury with his wife, Dorothy, and together they have two children, Matt and 
Andrew.  
 
Please join me in welcoming Former Governor Jim Douglas. 
	
	


