
 

 

“Welcome Home. 
 
The word “home” is often used as the descriptor of a place. But, to most of us 
“home” describes a feeling—a familiar embrace, a comforting smile, a feeling of 
belonging. 
 
At Castleton University, these tangible expressions are what we call the 
“Castleton Way.” It’s why so many of our alumni, faculty, staff, and students, 
when asked “why they chose Castleton” proudly declare “It feels like home.” 

To understand the Castleton Way is to engage in respectful relationships in an 
inclusive, student-centered environment; to appreciate our compassionate faculty 
and staff; and to participate in strong community partnerships in the Green 
Mountains of Vermont. Castleton University’s transformational education 
prepares it diverse graduates for relevant and meaningful global careers, 
advanced academic pursuits, and responsible citizenship. 
 
There has never been a better time to find yourself at home at Castleton. 
 
There is something in the air, and it isn’t just the smell of sprouting spring flowers 
and fresh cut grass, or the frequent cheers from the stands at our spring sporting 
events. It’s a feeling that something special is about to happen--that through a 
special set of unique opportunities, masked as challenges, Castleton will emerge 
as Vermont’s leader in public liberal arts education like never before. The 
infrastructure that has been built over decades, the quality of academic 
programs, forged since our founding in 1787, and strengthened over time, and 
the holistic student experience, steeped in the liberal arts, ensure that our 
graduates are prepared for a global workplace. These qualities provide a 
foundation, a springboard to the future. 
 
Today, I stand before you with good news for our graduates. According to the 
recent “Future of Jobs Report” published by the World Economic Forum, the top-
ten skills for jobs in 2020 are all deeply entrenched in a Castleton education. Skills 
such as complex problem-solving, critical thinking, creativity, emotional 
intelligence, and cognitive flexibility are cornerstones to the liberal arts, and when 
combined with the professional preparation and experiential learning provided at 
Castleton will ensure that Castleton University graduates are competitive, 



 

 

desirable, and ready to meet the demands of a global workplace. The investment 
that you have made in yourself while at Castleton will pay off in ways you have 
never imagined. You are poised not only to compete in the most demanding 
workforce in history, but to transform it, to influence it, to dominate it. 
 
Graduates, please take pride in knowing that during your time at Castleton 
University you have left a profound legacy. Because of you, we have developed 
and strengthened more than 400 community partnerships for internships, service 
learning hours, research opportunities, and clinical placements. Your willingness 
and initiative led to a richer relationship with the teams at Killington Resort and 
Pico Mountain—you established a blueprint to ensure that every Castleton 
student will have access to seasonal jobs, free skiing and riding, and unparalleled 
access to the best recreational opportunities in the state! During your time here 
you have catapulted club sport opportunities to new heights. In the last year 
alone you’ve added bowling, badminton, curling, cycling, and ultimate Frisbee. 
You, the class of ’18, have participated in more research, contributed more 
community service hours, and experienced more on-campus diversity than any 
group of graduates who came before you. 
As you now prepare to join the ranks of our 20,000 proud Castleton University 
alumni from around the world, you must always remember that Castleton is 
forever your home. Our alumni relations will be better than it has ever been, 
more connected and in tune with what our alumni are contributing to society, to 
the world, to each other. Together, we can achieve anything. Together, we will 
change the world. 
 
The first time I stepped foot on the campus in September, I felt as if I was already 
home. When I became president in December, I knew that I was exactly where I 
was supposed to be. It might seem odd to visiting students and their families 
when they hear me greet them with: “welcome home” but it doesn’t take long for 
them to realize the feeling I am describing with these words. For, within moments 
of spending time with our Castleton Family, and discovering the magic of The 
Castleton Way, they, too, feel at home here. 
 
Graduates, I look forward to admiring your accomplishments, to cheering you on 
from the sidelines, just as I have done since my arrival at Castleton. Today, you 
have much to be proud of.  You are prepared, you are accomplished, you are a 



 

 

Spartan. As you move on to your next grand adventure, never forget your way 
back home. See you at Homecoming! Congratulations!” 


